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Course Description: 

  

In AP English Literature and Composition, students will engage in careful reading and critical analysis of 

imaginative literature that is complex in both style and subject matter. Students will deepen their understanding 

of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and enjoyment for their readers. As they read, 

students will consider a work’s structure, style, and themes, as well as smaller scale elements such as the use of 

figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone, all the while, analyzing the work’s historical and social 

context in the hope of discovering what it means to be human. 

  

Readings in the AP course are wide and deep. Students will read works from several genres and periods. They 

will be instructed in reading deliberately and thoroughly, taking time to understand a work’s complexity, to 

absorb its richness of meaning, and to analyze how the meaning is embodied in literary form. In addition to 

considering a work’s literary artistry, students will consider the social and historical values it reflects and 

embodies. Throughout, students will be asked to respond to the literature they read through discussion and in 

writing; these experiences will provide students with the preparation they need for success in future college 

courses and on the AP exam.  

  

Writing Assignments: 

  

Writing is an integral part of the course. Writing assignments will be focused on critical analysis of literature 

and include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays. Analytical essays will make up the bulk of student 

writing with an emphasis on the rhetoric of composition (logos, pathos, and ethos), in order for students to 

demonstrate their understanding of the figurative meaning of literary texts.  

  

Major Writing Assignments: 

1. Poetic Analysis: Students will analyze poetic texts to argue for an original interpretation, while 

following a thesis statement and supporting their ideas with direct evidence from the text in the form of 

carefully chosen quotations.  

2. Argument & Evidence: Students will be asked to argue for an interpretation of one novel read this year 

by using evidence from the text and from works of professional literary criticism as support. Students 

will conclude by justifying whether or not this work’s message was worthwhile when written and 

continues to have importance.  In the process, students will understand and employ the elements of a 

classic argument (claim with reasons, evidence, etc.).  

3. History & Society – Then and Now: Students will analyze, after reading Mrs. Dalloway, not only the 

historical elements surrounding Virginia Woolf’s feminist ideas , but also Woolf’s social commentary of 

the late 1920s and early 1930s,  while further evaluating if we harbor those same beliefs and values she 

saw her contemporaries cherish. 
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4. Literary Analysis Research: Students will pose a provocative and interpretive question about a novel 

we’ve read this year and then take a stance on this question with a strong, argumentative thesis, using 

analysis of the text as support.  

5. Creative Side: Creative writing assignments will also be assigned and may include: response journals, 

writing in poetic form (sonnet), writing in stream-of-consciousness style, and creating dialogues 

between authors. 

Throughout, students will work to improve their writing through the process of revision, self-editing, and peer 

review. These writing experiences and the instructor’s feedback are intended to help students to organize and 

develop ideas with clear, coherent, and persuasive language. Some outcomes for writing include: 

1. emphasizing a focus on analysis and critical thinking (rather than plot summary) 

2. analyzing text based on its historical and social context 

3. critiquing text based on its originality and worth 

4. supporting ideas with evidence from the text 

5. maintaining a focus with a thesis statement and topic sentences 

6. employing a variety of sentence structures 

7. utilizing a wide range of vocabulary 

8. demonstrating effective use of the rhetoric of composition 

9. recognizing the power of revision and re-writing for improvement  

Additionally, students will work on improving specific elements of grammar and style that help to improve the 

overall expression of a written composition. Students will have ample opportunity to receive and respond to 

instructor feedback on their writing, through individual conferences, written essay comments, and clearly 

defined rubrics, which focus on the following aspects of student writing: diction, sentence structure, 

organization, using examples, tone, and voice.  

  

 In-class Writing, Quizzes, and Exams: 

At the end of each literature unit, we will have a timed, AP-prompt style essay that asks students to synthesize 

their understanding of the text. These exams will help them to do close-textual analysis of the literature while 

positing their own original interpretation of the text. In addition, occasional multiple-choice and short answer 

quizzes will test students’ comprehension of the assigned reading. Interpretive, objective exams will also be 

used to test their ability to take a passage from a complex literary text and to respond to it analytically.  

  

Course Expectations: 

1. All out of class papers are due on time at the beginning of the period. 

2. LATE WORK WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. (If you are ill or have a family emergency which requires 

you to miss class, you must see me immediately upon your return to discuss when the assignment needs 

be completed.) Typically, you will have as many days as you were absent to make up the assignment. 

Missing work for unexcused absences will receive a zero. 

3. All formal written work must be typed, double-spaced, stapled, and formatted in MLA style. A heading 

must appear in the upper left hand corner with: the student’s name, teacher’s name, course title, and 

date. The student’s last name and page number should appear in the upper right hand corner of each 

page. 



4. If a student is absent the day an assignment is given, he or she is responsible for reading the homework 

assignment on the St. Joseph website or Edline and for contacting me with questions.   

5. A student missing two (2) or more assignments in a quarter can expect to fail that quarter.  

6. Students must come prepared to class with all necessary materials. 

7. Students are responsible for completing all reading assignments outside of class.  

Climate Rubric: 

Students will follow St. Joseph High School’s climate rubric on in person and remote learning days. Students 

receive 5 points for the week and points will be deducted when student does not comply. 

Course Outcomes: 

Students will… 

1. develop their imaginative capacities in reaction to literature. 

2. identify and analyze (through discussion and writing) figurative elements of literature (metaphor, 

allusion, etc.). 

3. write persuasively about their own original perspectives on literature, while basing their argument on 

evidence from the literary text.  

4. discuss literature intelligently, showing an awareness of the many layers of meaning in a text beyond the 

literal. 

5. identify and analyze the elements of style (diction, tone, sentence structure, etc.) that allow writers to 

create meaning through their words.  

6. write critically and analytically in the form of timed writings, formal interpretative essays, and research-

based writing. 

7. acquire a literary vocabulary necessary to analyze and interpret various devices and techniques 

commonly found in literary works.  

8. understand and utilize the elements of rhetoric (ethos, pathos, and logos) in their own writing in order to 

more effectively express their ideas. 

9. revise and re-write their own writing based on feedback from the instructor. 

10. gain the knowledge and skills necessary to achieve success on the AP English Literature and 

Composition exam.  

Grading Scale (the St. Joseph High School grading scale): 

  

100-93% A  92-85% B  84-78% C  77-71% D  70% or lower F 

  

Class Activities and Approximate Grade Breakdown: 

1. Socratic Circles and informal writing 10% 

2. AP prompt essay exams 30% 

3. Reading quizzes/objective tests 10% 

4. Formal essays 30% 

5. Final exam 20% 

 AP Literature and Composition Unit Descriptions 



 

 Semester One Unit Plans  

  

Unit 1—Week 1-2: One Book, One St. Joe’s 

Course Description, Expectations, and Overview  

What does it mean to read literature critically and analytically? 

Texts: How to Read Literature Like a Professor-Thomas Foster and We All Fall Down – Robert Cormier (One 

book, One St. Joe’s) 

First AP Prompt on We All Fall Down 

  

Unit 2—Weeks 3-5: British Literature 

Literary Terms: Allusion, Theme, Symbol, Irony, Kenning, Genre, Anglo-Saxon 

Skills: Active Reading, Responding to Literature, Writing about Literature 

Texts: “The Pardoner’s Tale” – from The Canterbury Tales, Chaucer 

  

Unit 3—Week 6: Poetry Mini-unit 

Skills: Active Reading, Responding to Poetic Texts, Analyzing Poetry for Style and Meaning  

Texts: Prentice Hall: The British Tradition – Various Authors, The Norton Anthology of Poetry – Various 

Authors 

  

Unit 4—Weeks 7-9: Nineteenth Century British Novel 

Literary Terms: Protagonist, Antagonist, Dialogue, Plot, Narrator 

Skills: Active Reading, Responding Critically to Literary Texts, Using the Writing Process 

Texts: Frankenstein – Mary Shelley  

  

Unit 5—Weeks 10-12: Twentieth Century American Novel 

Literary Terms: Narrative Structure (non-linear), Syntax, Diction, Juxtaposition, Point of View 

Skills: Active Reading, Analysis of Texts, Writing Effective Essay Exams 

Texts: Lord of the Flies – William Golding 

  

Unit 6—Week 13: Poetry Mini-unit 

Skills: Active Reading, Responding to Poetic Texts, Analyzing Poetry for Style and Meaning  

Focus on: The Forms of Poetry and the Elements of Poetry 

Texts: Prentice Hall: The British Tradition – Various Authors, The Norton Anthology of Poetry – Various 

Authors 

  

Unit 7—Weeks 14-16:  

Literary Terms: Image, Style, Tone, Mood 

Skills: Active Reading, Responding Critically to Literary Texts 

Texts:  

 

 

 

 

  



Unit 8—Week 17: Poetry Mini-unit 

Literary Terms: Metaphor, Simile, Alliteration, Assonance, Consonance, Rhythm, Meter, Onomatopoeia, 

Ballad, Blank Verse, Caesura, Elegy, Free Verse, Pun, Oxymoron, Sonnet 

Skills: Active Reading, Responding to Poetic Texts, Analyzing Poetry for Style and Meaning  

Focus on: Analyzing a Poetic Text, Poetic Terms 

Texts: Prentice Hall: The British Tradition – Various Authors, The Norton Anthology of Poetry – Various 

Authors 

  

Unit 9—Week 18: Poetry Analysis Essay – Writing a Formal Literary Analysis 

Literary Terms: Thesis Statement, Style, Voice, Diction, Evidence, Citation 

Skills: Writing about Poetry, Responding Critically to Literature, Writing Effectively, Incorporating 

Quotations, Using Citations, Organization of Ideas (Writing Process) 

Poetry Analysis Essay  

 

Semester Two Unit Plans 

  

Unit 1—Week 1-2: Twentieth Century Columbian Novel 

Literary Terms: Personification, Foreshadowing, Metaphor, Simile, 

Skills: Active Reading, Responding Critically to Literary Texts 

Texts: Love and Other Demons – Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

  

Unit 2—Weeks 3-5: Shakespearean Drama 

Literary Terms: Drama, Soliloquy, Tragedy, Comedy, Aside, Stage Directions,  

Skills: Active Reading, Responding Critically to Literary Texts 

Texts: Macbeth – William Shakespeare 

  

Unit 3—Weeks 6-8: British Modernism 

Literary Terms: Modernism, Literary Theory 

Skills: Active Reading, Responding Critically to Literary Texts 

Texts: Mrs. Dalloway – Virginia Woolf 

  

Unit 4—Week 9: Poetry Mini-unit 

Skills: Active Reading, Responding to Poetic Texts, Analyzing Poetry for Style and Meaning  

Texts:  Prentice Hall: The British Tradition – Various Authors, The Norton Anthology of Poetry – Various 

Authors 

  

Unit 5—Weeks 10-11: Literary Analysis Research Paper 

Literary Terms: Citation, Quotation, Thesis with Tension, Point Sentences 

Skills: Active Reading, Responding Critically to Literary Texts, Incorporating Research, Explanation, and 

Analysis of Research 

Research Paper 

  

Unit 6—Weeks 12: Modern Drama 

Literary Terms: Psychological Drama 

Skills: Active Reading, Responding Critically to Literary Texts 



Texts: Pygmalion – George Bernard Shaw 

  

Unit 7—Weeks 13-15: Contemporary Fiction 

  

Unit 8—Week 15 Final Writing Project 

*Practice AP Exam: April  

  

*AP Literature Exam: May 5th 

 


